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LETTER 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir or Madam: 

Under the provisions of MPEP § 2001.06(b), the Examiner is hereby advised of the 
December 4, 2007 Office Action for copending application 10/441,385 a copy of which is 
attached hereto. 

The above-listed co-pending application(s) is(are) not to be construed as prior art. By 
bringing the above-listed application(s) to the attention of the Examiner, Applicant(s) does NOT 
waive any confidentiality concerning the above-listed co-pending application(s) or this 
application. See MPEP § 101. Furthermore, if said application(s) should not mature into 
patents, such application(s) should be preserved in secrecy under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 
122 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.14. 

Dated: April 13, 2008 
Respectfully submitted, 
/B.J. Bennett/ 



B.J. Bennett, President 
Asset Reliance, Inc. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 
1 App icant has submitted 190 IDS cocumentts for c i 1 i ation ; n;e the 
: , ,-.| ■ , i ;-r : : ; ins: Cince .'• i The examiner nas not corsidered ihese submissions 
because he is jnab e . ) co isiclei :l s volume of IDS material Therefore, the examiner 
requests Applicant's cooperation in this p-osecution under MP\"r -;0vj O-Ad ill, last 
paragraph, thai Applscai . submit a 'concise explanation of why the English-language 
information is being submitted and how il is understood tc be relevant. Concise 
explanations (especial!" chose which point ou: the relevant pages and hries) which are 
helpful to the Office" will be helpful fort any ongoing prosecution of this application. 

Qoubfa Paf&ntmg 

2. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doetbne: grounded . in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to: prevent the 
unjustified or improper time wise extension of the '■right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possioie ha-'assinent by r ultipe assignees. A nonstatutory 
■ :•.'••,!■ f.t -!•.•.•: I doube rjn.; • ,h ;. i ap ; jK:, r ,!■••:• v-'U-'- the •: o\ . ' i =■ ■ u r = r- 

from the reference claim ^s} oocause The examined application z mm s either anticipated 
d ., .,, would lave been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g.. In re Berg, 140 
F,3d 1423, 46 USPQ2q 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998): In re Goodman. 1 ' F 3d 1046, 29 
USPG2d 2010 (Fed. Cb. 1993): in /e Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 
1985): In re Van Omum 686 F.2d 937. 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); tn re Vagal. 422 
F.2d 438. 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970): and in re Thorington, 418 F.2ri 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A 1 nr.-- 1,- ibij .* hTial disclaimer in eonpiiance mh 37 CFP. 1.321(c) or ".Tih 
r •• / be used t ove uorr t actual or provis.onal rejection based on a n :> "ur.atui.or>' 
.„k. ■„ ;„ , r; ji"U! >1 ; .<i •-••.••<•. irA .1 • ,•.,„:! ..I : • r/'.p.tr. '.- . -i or 1 "if.": •! - 1 ..-.i >•, • to 



A."f- m 1 oi it; 1 Number 1 0/046 064 
A E U lit: 3592 



bs ■•;vrvfi'only owned with this application, or claims an invention made a rest ■ d 
activities undertaken within the scope of a joirt research agreement. 

F'<Ur.;:'wc- Jmn.\ry 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 

37 CFR 3.73(b). 

3. Claims 69, 79 and 88 are provisionally rejected en ;! e ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type tioub-* patenting as being unpatented e over copending Application 
No, 09/994,740 (PreGrant Publication 2004/021 5551 Al). This is a provisional doubts 
patenting rejection since- the son iciiny claims nave not in fact been patented- Although 
the conflicting claims are not identical, they a ; e not patentably distinct from each other 
because claims 69, 79 and 38 in the application and independent claims ' and 27 in the 
copending application are each concerned with a com outer- based method for 
determining the financial market value for tne components of a business enterprise:, 
assessing the financial impact of risk and developing options for enhancing the future 
financial value of management decisions,. 

4, Claims 8S,;7S; and 88 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpa rentable ever claim ' cr U.S. Patent No, 8 393,406 

and claims 1 and 12 of U.S. Patent No. 6,393,406. A thoj.ih , - iir o aims are 

not identical, if e, arc sot patenlably distinct from each other because :laim 1 in the 
application and • n - it ciaims ir the \ atents a- r e each concerned with a 

computer-based methoo for determining tne financial market value for the components 
cf a business enterprise, assessing the financial impact of risk and developing options 
For Br mnci ig the J i ture • wical value of management decisons. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC §101 
35 U.S. C. 101 reads as follows: 

''■"I •«..'•• '<'r, ■ '■■ ■ : - , , . ; ! • I . , • . . , i J'-- ■ '.. I 

- : -'. -i. - \ •<--■ , • .• • . • i, 1 1 i • • .: j<_.i 

1 1 1 I til, 3 
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5, Claims:.'' - ■ - ; oca use no claimed irvent'on is director . r 

c.Lvj i iv-iuc-i ■". .urns 89, 79 and 88 are not directed to any one cf the a r eas 
ci .". r : mi/io . ui ee: .-natter, such as product, process, process of making oi 
.v;r .p.:,';'. ;i;;,r oc;Vii lorn ■ ; a ns 70-79. -30-57 aid 89-95 are rejected because of their 
dependen.-:. i -M* tendent claim 1. In other words, claims 69, 79 and 83 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is not supported by either a clearly 
asserted utility or a well established utility. 

For a claim to be statutory under 35 USC 101 the following two conditions must be met: 

1 J in the claim, the practical application of an algorithm or idea results in a useful, 

in the Instant application, the independent c:aims fail to produce a useful, concrete or 
tangible result because the method steps end with tne performance of a financiat 
■simulation 'which is left unused and unapplied, in other words, it is merely an esoteric 
exercise without a : practice application. 

Applicant is adv-sed to satisfy the stmmory requirements for the claims.: Applicant is ■also 
advised not to add any new matter to the specification or the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quota lion of the f.rst caragrsph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
i - - 1 - ■ i - 1 ■ - • - . ■ t. j . 

• . ir M - * i <<.-,• < -n ■ 

art to vvh'ch It oertairs or wiri: \vhich it is res: nearly connecssc. to make and use she same ahflsWali 
ssi fol:- tne msl niooe c^niempialed by :r-e nvenx>r of caryirg out hs$ i'warrior. 

6. Claims 69-95 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. ''12, v. > ph^croyh 

:. p; : ' Cii'ly ?!!'•- : L ic c .* m.vd invent-on is not supported cy eill a c y m.-,.;M 
... : ._ j w-d. iiwieo utility for the reasons set forth above, one skilled in the an 
clean y would not Know now to use the claimed invention. Ordinary practitioners woufd 
not be able to achieve repeatable results and thus is no: concrete. Tne invention cannot 
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r -.,- : . ■■ . rep-: •at; ride ies Ms because its implementation lequhe: i airy subjective 
judgments and has so many parameters thai that results cannor be repeated 
indt t Ticlently.. 

7. Claims 69-95 are also rejected under 35 U fi.C. 112, firs 5 paragraph, because 
tne best mode contemplated by the invento-has not been disclosed. Fvidence of 
cor coal fner U of best mcce is based upon the fact thai no best mode is *ound m the 
. 6 • ' "'EP 2106 iV.C.2(2)c'i 

The following is 5 Gjotaticn of the seccno paragraph of 35 U.S C 1*2: 
""'ha sn'xU ; -,v.ir>:) w iwH .:c:':ciuc5o wth en; -:r mere daims js'-e c.;ar y pc^T sx.l a-.ci c:t- ■ ; . 

8., Claims iS-iS are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being: 
Incomplete: for omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap between: 
the. elements;. See MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted elements are the steps which .would, 
lead an ordinary practitioner of the an to successfully apply the invention to produce a 
concrete, repiodueible quantitative valuation rosjlt of a firm For example Independent 
claims 69. 79 and 88 . ■ program storage ■• ;.-;-!• : .• a . • ,;■ n, ., and a 

;■]■■■: e: : ■ c i fo r i n g ; aie d p e do i r n a n c e rn a n a g e rr e n t , m sa se ri ng o f h n a i i c i 3 i t > r f o rm a 1 1 c e 

ar 1 flexible ; nt ■• i . ins risk management wdhom inrJudmo one cr more ciear 

means for snowing the 3'dinary pracilio'ier how lo implement the invention. 

9, (ndepei'wmi , : claims ;"9, 79 and 88 sre rejected um lei 35 I vC. 112, second 

preamble and -r the first fa ; a'.io • o' each claim. There is insufficient a iLmedeni oasis 
fa 1, -nis . notation in f ( -.r i j p.-r den t la'* ;s r i ilher. Ihe ex or rim \ ha? t < en onabte U 
ttrd broader , . s>-iip-i'ons n ihe specification w.nich i easonably link risk management to 
are risk mai .• iern - i! 
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dsim Rejections • 36 (JSC § 103 

The towing is a quotation of 35 U.3.C. 103(a) which forms the basis For a 
oovious'iess rejections set forth m this Office action: 

r. v ,iy i : ' : ' .: ,: e 1 ill./ .y> : tt .1 ::: . 1 e. -t <::;.! : , /i .'./Ov.r .." .i~>v i.r.: h- -i 

forth ir s-e tarn 1 32 cf this title, if ".he iM''e^ercez :>:=i«een u ' / s .eject matter smi. gnt to be patented -and 

:„.['■' :..,<; '....r : . . ,v • i •/ .-1 <■■ ■•• i • . . - i m' .l/vh n i t. ,i . ! tr 

invent oa .. • am. r.j - 1 - ,-, .iv/i :. ,i 1 •. art • «nct • '!•: < m r :. matter -.„■-.•. 

Patentability snail r*ot be 1 sga ived by th3 rrysnner *n whicn tiie inversion wag made. 

10. Claims 69-95 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a} as being unpatentable over 
Sandretto (US Patent 5.812,988). 

Re, Ckti/.it; S9~>j bam; eAe loses a computer implemented method and apparatus 
for: (1) inputting ecorve; c •• atiables expected to influence future asse: values and 
asset-specific variables: (2) estimating financial statements, future asset values, and 
tentative asset NPVs using estimated economic variables and estimated asseAspecihc 
■variables; (3)estimabng different financial statements, future asset values and current 
asset NPVs assuming different estimates of the economic vanabies that affect 
asset values- and (4) processes to (a) equate; o~(2) reduce to acceptably 
sma.l numbers the differences between: ;i) the risk measures, terminal values, 
default premiums, and risk premiums used to determine current values, and (jij 
risk measures, terminal values, default premiums, and risk premiums impiied by 
the estimates of econon •• md fii n specific variables (Abstract). Sandrefto's teaching 
incudes a program storage device readable by a compute*. >vr.:Ny' embodying a 
program of instructions executable by at least one compuLvi >.■: Uj-. ; the steps of his 
method (Co-. Ah If 30 '■:■/■, .-iandretto implicit y di& " !•• re •• ••• >. nVv.-nanoe management 
system he :.; mi :i hi s! ve-. : ..r. : organization, including i ete ; tnle.._ re ting i e eo?.' 
performance data from business units in accordance will an c rear tzat on matrix 
determrnm: '..hi eem i:n..ions, creating scenarios, determining oAv.oi.e of vs.ilur 
dote ■ umnc o : t miteoio i scenarios, and communicating the optima! features mix to the 
narrow systems implementation. Sandrotto toadies risk manac eccm •- his method in 
it" -■. n the omsraet and throughout h s specification, it would have been obvious to 
an ordinary practitioner of the art at the time of Applicant's invention that Sandretto's 
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i ^ • • • p v-T-ni teachings could be applied to nume^us vaiue parameter c an 
pi ;e including brand risk man agemeni since ^ 

:• - •■•■..('■ i •:' I- •• . . ; uy an ordinary practitioner in a large corp-.c. . • 

hav:ng numerous business units to be used in risk assessed fnarcia- valuations arid 
A; recasts f or such a corporal ion The: afore, an ordinary praeSiSbner cf in© art at the time 
of App icani's invention would have- seen it as obvious to have used Sandretto's disciosui ■: 
for the purpose of developing an integrated mand risk mai \ ei • ;nl systems rm . :. 
and a uio o i s .. , • i .- . . ■ i- »r i mint-enterprise organization motivated by a desire to : 
■ .-. ; •-. i i:i \:\ ■ '. :ijf\\: ■: P.. • • • i •• • n •• . • • ' . i • v ■ • ; • ' • ' H .' : P; 

Response to Arguments 

10. ApDliCsniUs ,;i . t ; • • - f .• . • i •. ■ : • ' hip 

are moot in view of :he nevv ypuundsp) of rejection. 

11:, Applicant's amendment necessitated Pie now ground (a) of rejection presented in 
th.s Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION \$ MADE FINAL See MPEP 

'. . . • : .. . • - ; e • , as so: fort ii • " 

GFR 1.136(a). 

A . ■ =d i: £ • i • h j i r e p P lo th is final action is sot t o a ;< p i re T if R t - 

MAN PAS iron-' tne mailing date of this actPn. In the event a first reply §s filed within 
PAH )N i I S of the nailing date of ihts final action ana the advison/ action is not 
mailed until alter the enc of the fHKbt-fv'ON iH shortened statutory penod. then the 
shortened siatotoiy peiiod wi expire on the sate the so y aottoi Is r laj ed and any 
o pension f c o pursuant lo 37 0 F R 1 1 38(a) wi J ce calculated from the caring da te of 
the advisory action, in no even;, I ov/ever wi ihe -:ta . . y period tor reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from ihe date of :\ t Pia : aciion. 

Any inquiry concerning -his cornrrunication or eariie' communications from the 
Cxaminer should be directed to Siegfried Chenc-nski whose tele:.'" ••. .u is 



v. e • , i'r 



■ i"i272-67::2. ; he Examiner can normally be leached Monday through Friday ■" 
ppffl 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unooncsssh]!. the Examiner s 

sugv-v.scr, Alexander Kaunov^k-.. car ce reaoned on . *3 * 1 272-6771. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from tne 
Palsnt Application snbrmatien Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information:^ 
rt * Ush d oof. canons n a, b" obTPi'-ei x "on < jtnrr P' l ,nto PAtK o Public HAK 
Status information for unptib&hed applications is: available through Private PAIR 
oniy. For more information about the PA=R system., see titlp:/. f p3ir-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should yo.: have no™ -.yens on access to the Private PAIR system, contact trie 
Electronic Business Center .;D3C) at 366-217-9187 (toinfree} 

Any response to this action should he mated to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington D C. 20231 

or Faxed tc [57 1 }?. 73-8300 [Ornoaf commjincalsons. deluding After Real 
•communications labeled "box;.AF"j. 

or faxed to: (571) 273-6792 [Intormal/Urah communications,, teb&fed • 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 
Hand aefivered responses should be brought :o ma address found on the above 
USPTO wen site in Alexandria VA. 
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